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1. The Q Biotype Surveillance Project was again discussed in detail. 


The following action plan was endorsed by the Committee. 

a. Tim Dennehy and Lance Osborne will confer with Osama El-Lissy. The Committee proposes that Osama El-Lissy coordinate a site sampling program with the SPUDs and SPROs in the potentially affected states.

b. Tim Dennehy prepared and circulated a proposed site-sampling protocol. Review was requested before the 6/17 teleconference. (The sampling protocol was not reviewed during the teleconference.)

b. Phil Berger was requested to make a recommendation for determining the biotype of the whiteflies that are collected, including a detailed account of the analyses that will be done, the procedure for managing samples and data, and the cost for 300-360 sites samples of 10 individual insects each, or approximately 3000-3600 PCRs  (Phil Berger has sent an email to the Co-Chairs shortly following the 6/17/05 teleconference.)

c. The Co-Chairs will review all of the information and amend the Surveillance Strategy as necessary. They will adjust the number of sites proposed for sampling, such that collection is consistent with the funds that may reasonably be expected to perform the PCR analyses. The members of the Committee emphasized that 10 insects per site-sample should be done, as fewer individual determinations might not provide a reliable indication of the presence or absence of Q, nor reliably estimate the proportion of a possibly mixed population.       


2. Educational Program on Risk and Management of Bemisia B and Q biotypes 

The discussion began by addressing the question of how to prevent continued introduction of Bemisia through international shipments.  

After some discussion, Tim Dennehy proposed, and the Committee approved the following resolutions.

2a. The Technical Advisory Committee members present on this call recommends that industry reinstate or enhance surveillance of the introduction of Bemisia tabaci into the United States for the purpose of risk assessment. (OSBORNE COMMENT AFTER THE CALL: This needs to be discussed and agreed to by the full TAC.  We need to explain exactly what is meant by this recommendation).
2b. The Committee will develop education materials to illustrate the benefit of self monitoring as a means for managing Bemisia. 

The Committee then agreed that an effort is needed to educate growers and others about the need to effectively manage Bemisia tabaci. (The Arizona program of Ellsworth and cooperators in cotton was cited as a model of a management plan coupled with an educational program.) There is a need to improve management of Bemisia in all crops, but perhaps especially in greenhouse and vegetable crops; moreover a new set of management problems will likely be posed by the introduction of the Q biotype.  

USDA-APHIS has prepared slide presentations on introduced pests such as the pink hibiscus mealybug and on the plant disease, Ralstonia. Judy Brown, Lance Osborne and others suggested that extension and others knowledgeable personnel work with USDA-APHIS to prepare a presentation on Bemisia. Lance suggested that 30-40 slides might be needed. Tim Dennehy agreed to prepare a 1st draft of such a program. Tim requested at least two week to work on the presentation. Lance said that he would assist and would accept slides from all Committee members. 





Scheduled Teleconferences

Industry Leadership Commttee – June 30

Technical Advisory Committee – July 5 at the same time as previously scheduled  11 AM PDST, 12 N MDST, 1 PM CDST, and 2 PM EDST. 





Assignments

For the next teleconference, Committee members are requested to prepare 4-6 researchable points for the indicated areas, and be prepared to rate their assigned research topic in relation to the others.  



Topic




Responsible


Biological Control



Phil Stansly, T. X. Liu


Microbial Control



Lance Osborne


Ecology




David Byrne, Steve Naranjo


Viruses & Host Plant Resistance

Judy Brown


Cultural Control



T. X. Liu


Sampling & Thresholds


Peter Ellsworth


Chemical Control



Christi Palmer,.Bob Nichols


Regulatory Control



Phil Berger, Bob Staten


Extension Education


Scott Ludwig, Tim Dennehy


Systems & Integration


Bob Nichols, Lance Osborne 


